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A N  E D U C A T I O N A L  S E M I N A R

Philanthropic 
Investment

Giving that gives back — for your community, your 
taxes, and your legacy.

Philanthropic investing strategies

Don Vivrette
Philanthropic Advisor
Financial & Estate Literacy
don@itsyourmoneyandestate.org
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W H A T  W E ' L L  C O V E R

Today's Agenda

1 A new way to think about giving Why generosity can behave like an investment

2 The tools available to you Five simple giving vehicles, explained plainly

3 Giving that pays you back Tax savings, income for life, and smart timing

4 Building your legacy Supporting causes and family for years to come

5 Getting started Practical first steps and questions to ask
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T H E  M I N D S E T  S H I F T

Giving Can Behave Like an Investment

A well-planned gift can do two jobs at once — support a cause you love and strengthen your own financial 
picture. That dual return is what makes giving a genuine planning tool, not just a year-end afterthought.

The impact return

Your gift funds real work — meals, 
scholarships, research, shelter — and grows 
the causes you believe in.

The financial return

Thoughtful giving can lower your taxes, 
avoid capital gains, and even pay you 
income for life.
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T H E  B I G  P I C T U R E

Generosity Is a Force in America

$617B Given to U.S. charities in 2025 — the first 
time giving topped $600 billion.

+5.7% Growth over the prior year, lifted by a 
strong stock market.

70% Roughly the share of giving that comes 
from individuals and households like yours.

Source: Giving USA 2026

5Philanthropic investing strategies

Y O U R  G I V I N G  T O O L B O X

Five Ways to Give Strategically

Each tool suits a different goal. You don't need all of them — just the one or two that fit your life.

1

Donor-
Advised 

Fund
Give now, decide 

later

2

IRA 
Charitable 
Rollover

Tax-free gifts after 
70½

3

Appreciated 
Stock

Skip the capital-
gains tax

4

Charitable 
Gift Annuity

Give and receive 
income

5

Charitable 
Trusts

Support causes, 
then heirs
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T O O L  1  ·  I R A  C H A R I T A B L E  R O L L O V E R

Tax-Free Giving After Age 70½

A Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) lets you send money straight from your IRA to a charity — the gift 
skips your taxable income entirely.

Starts at age 70½ — a direct transfer from your IRA to a qualified 
charity.

Counts toward your RMD — satisfy required withdrawals without 
the tax hit.

No itemizing needed — the tax benefit is automatic.

G O O D  T O  K N O W

In 2026 you can give up to 
about $111,000 this way —
often called one of the best-
kept secrets for retirees.
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What is Adjusted Gross Income (AGI)?
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TaxRateNot OverOver
$1,24010%$12,400$0
$4,56012%$50,400$12,400

$10,91222%$100,000$50,400
$024%$201,775$105,700

Effective versus Marginal Tax Rates

Taxable income:  $100,000

Taxes due:   $16,712

Effective tax rate:   16.712%

Marginal tax rate:   22%

Over $105,700: 24%

Over $109,000: Medicare 
Part B & D steps-up by 47%

Impact of RMD vs. QCD

T O O L  2  ·  A P P R E C I A T E D  A S S E T S

Give Stock, Skip the Capital-Gains Tax

Donating investments that have grown in value — instead of cash — can be a double win for you and the 
charity.

Avoid capital-gains tax — on the growth you'd owe if you sold the 
shares.

Deduct full value — generally the fair market value of stock held 
over a year.

Charity gets more — the full amount goes to work, untaxed.

G O O D  T O  K N O W

Best for long-held 
investments that have 
gained the most — a 
common way to fund a 
donor-advised fund.
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T O O L  3  ·  C h a r i t a b l e  G i f t  A n n u i t y

Give and Receive “Fixed” Income for Life

Some gifts pay you back — literally. You give assets today and receive a stream of income, with the 
remainder going to charity later.

Charitable gift annuity — a charity pays you a fixed income in 
exchange for your gift.

Interest set my age – interest does not change over time. Income 
assured by issuing charity. Portion of income is tax free as return 
on investment.

Tax perks — a partial deduction today and possible capital-gains 
deferral.

G O O D  T O  K N O W

A fit for retirees who want to 
give generously but still 
depend on steady “fixed” 
income from their assets.
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T O O L  4  · C h a r i t a b l e  R e m a i n d e r  a n d  L e a d  T r u s t s

Give and Receive “Equity” Income for Life

Some gifts pay you back — literally. You give assets today and receive a stream of income, with the 
remainder going to charity later.

Charitable remainder trust — you draw income for life or a set 
term; the rest goes to charity.

Charitable lead trust — you pay a charity now and your family get 
the asset back at a lower basis

Tax perks — a partial deduction today and possible capital-gains 
deferral.

G O O D  T O  K N O W

A fit for retirees who want to 
give generously but still 
depend on steady “equity 
type” income from their 
assets or want to defer gain 
to a later date.
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T O O L  5  ·  D O N O R - A D V I S E D  F U N D

Give Now, Decide Later

A donor-advised fund is like a charitable savings account: you contribute now, take the tax benefit now, and 
recommend gifts to charities whenever you're ready.

Immediate deduction — claim the tax benefit in the year you give.

Grows tax-free — your account can be invested and grow before 
it's granted out.

Simple to run — one receipt, one account, many charities over 
time.

G O O D  T O  K N O W

Popular for "bunching" 
several years of giving into 
one, then granting gifts out 
gradually.
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There are many other options for giving
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• Life Estate – Real Estate to Charity during lifetime
• You gift your home to a charity and continue to live there for life

• Bargain Sale – Sale of property below market value
• You sell your property to a charity at a discounted price

• Bequests – Gift made after death
• The gift is part of your estate, not current income tax advantage

• Beneficiary Designations – Transfers after death
• Retirement accounts, life insurance & other assets

S M A R T  T I M I N G

Concentrate Your Giving to Save More

Because the standard deduction is now large, many people no longer itemize — so their gifts bring no extra 
tax break. "Bunching" fixes that.

1

Combine gifts

Give two or three years' worth 
of donations in a single year.

2

Itemize that year

The larger total clears the 
standard deduction, so you get 
the write-off.

3

Take the 
deduction
In the "off" years, give little 
and claim the standard 
deduction.

A donor-advised fund makes bunching easy — give the lump sum once, then grant it out over the following years.
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B E Y O N D  T A X E S

Giving Is a Legacy You Design

Share your values

A giving plan tells your family what mattered to you — and 
why.

Involve the next generation

A family fund invites children and grandchildren to give 
together.

Reduce estate complexity

Charitable planning can ease the tax and paperwork you leave 
behind.
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Y O U R  N E X T  S T E P S

How to Begin

1 Clarify your intent

Which causes move you? How much can you 
comfortably give?

2 Take stock of your assets

Cash, IRAs, and appreciated investments each open 
different doors.

3 Match a tool to your goal

Income now? Tax savings? A family legacy? Each 
points to a vehicle.

4 Assemble your team

A financial advisor, tax professional, and the charity 
can guide the details.
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I N  C L O S I N G

Give With Intention

Giving can serve your heart and your finances at 
once.

A few simple tools cover most needs — start with 
one.

The right gift can lower taxes, provide income, or 
build a legacy.

Begin with your intent, then bring in trusted advisors.

This seminar is educational and general in nature — not tax, legal, or investment advice. 
Figures reflect 2025–2026 rules and can change. Please consult a qualified professional about 
your situation.
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Philanthropic Options
• Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD)
• Chartable Gift Annuity (CGA)
• Charitable Remainder Trust

• CRUT / CRLT
• CRAT

• Donor Advised Fund (DAF)
• Life Estate – Real Estate to Charity during lifetime
• Bragin Sale – Sale of property below market value
• Bequests – Gift made after death
• Beneficiary Designations – Transfers after death
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